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FREE critter face mask for in person participants! Health 

screening and waiver required for in-person programs. Will 

follow all current government guidance. Face masks and 6’ social 

distancing will be observed in all live programs. 

FALL 2021 PROGRAMS 
PreK-High School 

 

 

NEW River Education Adapts! 

“Our children will become hopeful, resilient leaders who innovate and persevere to safeguard our community 

as our lives change with a changing environment.” Resilient Youth Strategy for Hampton Roads, 2019 

 

 

 

Adapting river education just for 

You in this challenging time! 
Maximize social distancing 

Maximize FUN with science SOLs 

Minimum shared supplies 

Covid protocols in place 

 
Forest 

School 

 

 

 

 
Learning 

Barge & 

Barge on 

Wheels 

Water 

Monitoring 

 

 
 

Teacher 

Professional 

Development 

 

 
Virtual 

River 

School 
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Preschool-2nd Grade Includes VA Foundation Blocks for Early Learning 

4-Week Forest School at 

Paradise Creek Nature Park 

Woodland Games, Eco-art and Adventure 

NEW PROGRAM FOR KIDS HOME WITH 

FAMILY. As Nature Explorers, youth will feel 

care free and energized as they participate 

once a week in an outdoor program where they 

will celebrate the trees, birds and sunshine with a 

sense of wonder. We will play safe and follow COVID 

protocol and social distancing while taking time to 

engineer stick sculptures, skip, hop and walk like animals 

as we go crossing over the river and through the woods. 

Youth will plant native seeds for the birds, create eco-art 

like stick birds and houses for small creatures. Forest 

school is an inspirational program that offers all learners 

regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence 

and self-esteem through woodlands and natural 

environment. Activities will help foster resilience, confidence and 

enthusiasm to be outdoors and includes a range of activities from 

energetic games, calmer crafts and social tasks such as foraging and 

building. Parents are encouraged to stay as we provide activities and 

educators to lead the program. (Students will be divided into three small 

groups of no more than 16 people – Max 24 students and 1 adult per student. 

A typical small group will include 8 students, 8 parents and 1 educator.) 

 

Cost: $40 for 4-week program; Scholarships may be available. 

Dates: Begins Wed. October 6 and Thursday October 7 

Time: 10-11:30am or 1-2:30pm; Arrive 15-minutes early. 

Weather: We will reschedule if raining or extreme weather. 

Register: Contact Sarah McBride, smcbride@elizabethriver.org Discuss possible scholarships 

for those in need. 

Masks: At Paradise Creek Nature Park masks are required for all ages per City Directive. 
 

FREE critter face mask for in person participants! Health screening 

and waiver required for in-person programs. Will follow all current 

government guidance. Face masks and 6’ social distancing will be 

observed in all live programs. 

mailto:smcbride@elizabethriver.org
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parent on behalf of 

 

While docked, students come aboard the 

award-winning 120’x 32’ steel deck barge 

designed by the University of Virginia and 

owned and operated by The Elizabeth River 

Project. The barge is a unique living laboratory 

for students to learn about river science, 

resilience, the river’s ecosystem, stewardship 

and restoration efforts. As America’s Greenest Vessel, the barge demonstrates sustainable practices for 

home and school with live wetlands, solar panels, wind turbines, waterless composting toilets, observation 

pool and more. To foster river stewards and teach resilience, students learn about the blue crab and answer, 

“How might sea level rise and flooding affect me, the blue crab and my community, and what actions 

can I take to help?” Students learn why this iconic species is known as, “the beautiful swimmer” and how 

local watermen identify crabs and more. 

Location: Grandy Village Learning Center, 2971 Kimball Loop, Norfolk, VA 23504 

Cost: Sliding scale $9-$12 per student. Chesapeake 4th graders, Norfolk 3rd, 9th and 11th grades no charge 

thanks to grants. Scholarships may be available for students in need. 

(Students will be divided into small groups typically 10 students per group and 1 educator.) 

Dates: October-December. Choose a Time: 9:30-11am, 11:30-1pm (times are flexible) 

Register: Contact Summer Brown to request a date/time, sbrown@elizabethriver.org; 

New Barge on Wheels: No charge, 

donations suggested. Special thanks to 

Elizabeth River Crossings, our educators 

will come to the students! Our new 

Learning Barge on Wheels will deliver 

river science and outdoor activities while 

stationed at parking lots of schools or to 

an adult willing to host a small group of students in a neighborhood. Outdoors, students will learn about 

renewable energy, aquatic animals including viewing critters in aquariums, the value of wetlands and how to 

perform water quality tests. They’ll learn how to identify native plants and how to help as stewards. (Free 

critter masks, health screening and waiver required for in-person programs. Will follow all current 

government guidance. 6’ social distancing will be observed. (Students do not go in the Barge on Wheels. 

Educators set-up an outdoor classroom and utilize outside of van as a teaching tool. Large parking lot or 

driveway to set up in is required). 

    Cost: No charge, donations strongly suggested. Typical $150-$250 donation. An adult must host such as 

a group of parents, teacher or youth leader). 

    Size: 

 

    Time:

     Students will be divided into 3 small groups typically 5-10 students per group and 1 educator.  

Recommended ages 5+. 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE October-mid December. Choose a time: 10-11am or 1-2pm (reschedule if raining)

Register:   Contact Summer Brown to request a date/time, sbrown@elizabethriver.org; 

Elementary, Middle & High Includes VA SOLs 

Dominion Energy Learning Barge Project Blue Crab 

mailto:sbrown@elizabethriver.org
mailto:sbrown@elizabethriver.org


4  

New Virtual Project Blue Crab Program 

Now you can visit the 

Dominion Energy 

Learning Barge online 

from home or school? 

Click the link below and 

Barge Manager Summer 

Brown and crew will take 

you through learning 

stations that include 

pre/post tests, videos, 

activities, stewardship 

and resources. It’s a 

barge full of fun! 

No charge and self-paced. Limited supplies for teachers are available to borrow that include 

maps. If you have questions, email Summer Brown, sbrown@elizabethriver.org You can also send a 

snail mail message by clicking the mailbox in the virtual classroom. 

https://elizabethriverprojec.wixsite.com/kids/virtual-classroom 
 

 

New Virtual Project Blue Crab Teacher Training 

Elizabeth River Project has developed 

self-paced virtual lessons to help you 

teach Project Blue Crab, to your students. 

Staff is also standing by to provide training 

and resources. 

No charge and self-paced. In addition, 

science buckets of supplies are available 

and include artifacts and maps. You can 

consider having your students do a virtual 

barge field trip and/or book a field 

program aboard the Dominion Energy Learning Barge. 

Email Janet Goldbach Ehmer, jehmer@elizabethriver.org and you will then receive an invite and 

code to join Google Classroom. Once you complete, our staff will work with you to develop a 

resilience project plan for you and your students. See next page about Youth Resilience Projects. 

mailto:sbrown@elizabethriver.org
https://elizabethriverprojec.wixsite.com/kids/virtual-classroom
mailto:jehmer@elizabethriver.org
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Virtual or Onsite: Youth Resilience Projects 

School Year 2021-2022: Student(s) are invited to create 

resilient projects and staff is standing by to provide hands-

on advice and assistance. Student projects can be 

individual or as a group. To address sea level rise, flooding 

and reducing our Carbon Footprint, student groups of any 

size implement a resilient project, measure results and share 

at a Virtual Annual Youth Resilient Expo Saturday, April 23, 

2022. Projects must be completed by April 4. Submit      

3-minute video sharing your project and results. 

Choose investigative Questions such as: 

How can our school capture and reuse rain water? How can our school address flooding? 

How do we encourage resilience action? What can our school do to reduce our carbon footprint? 

Staff is standing by to provide hands-on advice 

and assistance. Online resources and self-paced 

training videos are available to help you lead 

resilient projects and MWEEs, meaningful 

watershed education experiences. Elizabeth River 

Project staff can provide training, resources and 

supplies to help you and your students achieve 

projects. For project ideas and information, visit 

Elizabeth River Project’s Youth Resilient Clearing 

House: https://elizabethriver.org/clearinghouse. 

In addition, maps, videos and activities can be 

found at the online Virtual River School: https://elizabethriverprojec.wixsite.com/kids. 

Step 1: Contact Sarah McBride, smcbride@elizabethriver.org Sarah will provide information, 

advise, resources and supplies to get you started. 

Step 2: Complete self-paced online Virtual Training. Training includes videos and resources. 

Step 3: Implement project. Choose a project that addresses a challenge and measures results. 

Step 4: Submit your video April 4, 2022. Video (3 min. max.) and must include measurables 

and address challenges. (Criteria and more information provided.) 

Step 5: Virtual Youth Resilient Expo Saturday, April 23, 2022. 

Students compete for awards and represent 

their school as a Resilient River Star School. 

Hampton Roads is experiencing challenges from the rising seas and flooding and we 

need youth to create innovative solutions as we learn to adapt to the water and become 

resilient.  High school student’s participation can also help them achieve  

the Seal for Excellence in Science and the Environment! 

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/diploma_seals/index.shtml 

 
 

 

https://elizabethriver.org/clearinghouse
https://elizabethriverprojec.wixsite.com/kids
mailto:smcbride@elizabethriver.org
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/diploma_seals/index.shtml
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More Ways to Learn & Participate 

New Citizen Water Monitoring (Ages 8-18) 
The Elizabeth River Project is providing an 8-week opportunity for 

youth around the watershed to get outside, explore their home 

river as River Citizen Water Monitors and learn how human 

actions can impact the river's health. Join students located in the 

Elizabeth River watershed performing water quality utilizing the LaMotte 

Student Kit and testing temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, bacteria, 

nitrates, phosphates and turbidity. Limited supplies. Training 

provided. Contact Katie Petersen, kpetersen@elizabethriver.org to 

participate. Sign up now for fall 2021. Begins October 4. 

Portsmouth High Schools 
 

Youth Conservation Interns 
Paid internships for ages 16-18 in partnership with 

Hampton Roads Workforce Council. Elizabeth River Project’s 

park staff will train and mentor selected Portsmouth high 

school students in conservation horticulture skills at Paradise 

Creek Nature Park (up to 180 hours). Develop leadership and 

career skills while earning certification as a “Chesapeake Bay 

Landscaping Professional Associate” –great for job seeking! 

Next group starts in October. Contact Ms. Chelta Wray 

cwray@vcwhamptonroads.org for more details. 
 

 

Explore Elizabeth River 
Discover, connect and take action as you explore and learn 

about the Elizabeth River a tidal estuary of the Chesapeake 

Bay. Discover the river’s history and how it has changed over 

time and YOUR role in helping make the river’s restoration a 

reality. From Daisy to Ambassador – all can earn this badge. 

Badge requirements include virtual online education and 

visiting Paradise Creek Nature Park, the Dominion Energy 

Learning Barge or a Virtual Visit with Princess Elizabeth. Visit 

https://elizabethriverprojec.wixsite.com/kids for badge details and requirements. 

Girl Scout Badge 

mailto:kpetersen@elizabethriver.org
mailto:cwray@vcwhamptonroads.org
https://elizabethriverprojec.wixsite.com/kids
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Sign Up Now for 

Fall River Education 
 
 

Park ~ 

Preschool ~ 

2nd Grade 

 4-Week Park Forest School 
Fall 2021 Available October 6 & 7 Free 

river critter mask thanks to generous 

sponsors. 

# students X $40 =   
Scholarships may be available for students. 

 10-11:30am or 

 1-2:30pm 

Contact Sarah McBride, smcbride@elizabethriver.org 

Barge ~ 

Elementary, 

Middle & 

High 
 

 

 
Free river critter mask 

thanks to generous 

sponsors. 

 Dominion Energy Barge 

BOOKING NOW for Fall 2021 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 Barge on Wheels 
BOOKING NOW for Fall 2021 

 

 
 
 

# students X $9-$12 =    

Sliding scale $9-$12. Chesapeake 4th, Norfolk 3rd, 9th, 

11th grades no charge thanks to grants. Scholarships 

may be available for students in need. 

Oct – Dec 2021 

9:30-11am 

11:30-1pm 

Contact Summer Brown, sbrown@elizabethriver.org 

757-418-1042; Choose 1 day and time. 

 
 

# students    

No charge. Donations strongly suggested. $150-$250 

Oct-Dec 2021 

10-11am 

1-2pm 

Contact Summer Brown, sbrown@elizabethriver.org 

757-418-1042. Choose 1 day and time. FLEXIBLE 

Elementary, 

Middle & 

High 

 8-Week Citizen River Water 

Monitoring Program 
Fall 2021 begins Oct. 4 

 
 

 Resilient River Star School 

Projects Begin asap – this fall if 

possible and start by contacting Sarah 

McBride who can provide details, possible 

funding and supplies. 
 

 

 Youth Conservation Intern 
Portsmouth High Schools 

No charge. Must have river nearby. Supplies provided but 

are limited. 

Contact Katie Petersen, kpetersen@elizabethriver.org 

 

 
 

No charge. Let us know you are going to participate and 

implement a project. Start early! 

Contact Sarah McBride, smcbride@elizabethriver.org 

 

 

 
 

You earn a stipend! Contact Ms. Chelta Wray 

cwray@vcwhamptonroads.org with HR Workforce for 

more details. 

Self-Paced 

Teacher 

Prof. Dev. 

 Resilient School Projects 

 Project Blue Crab 

No charge. 

Contact Janet Ehmer jehmer@elizabethriver.org 

about online self-paced programs and possible supplies 

and funding. 

mailto:smcbride@elizabethriver.org
mailto:sbrown@elizabethriver.org
mailto:sbrown@elizabethriver.org
mailto:sbrown@elizabethriver.org
mailto:kpetersen@elizabethriver.org
mailto:smcbride@elizabethriver.org
mailto:cwray@vcwhamptonroads.org
mailto:jehmer@elizabethriver.org
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Program made possible by: 
 

 

Bank of America 

Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund Advisory Committee – 

Made possible by the Sale of Chesapeake Bay License Plates 

Colonna’s Shipyard 

Dollar Tree Foundation 

Elizabeth River Crossings 

Hampton Roads Community Foundation 

Luck Foundation 

Norfolk, Portsmouth, Chesapeake & Virginia Beach Public Schools 

Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing Authority 

SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund 

Virginia Pilot Association 
 

BAE Systems - Norfolk Ship Repair 

Coastal Services 

Crofton Industries & Diving 

Earl Energy, Inc. 

East Coast Steel Fabrication, Inc. 

Ireland Marine, Inc. 

Marine Chemist Atlantic 

Matherne Marine Design, Inc. 

MHI Ship Repair and Services 

Michael Petrus and Phoebe Crisman 

Norfolk Tug Co., Inc. 

Robbins Maritime, Inc. 

Solar Services, Inc. 

Virginia Ship Repair Association 

Yacht Systems Services 
 

Elizabethriver.org 

MORE INFORMATION 

Robin Dunbar, Deputy Director-Education 

rdunbar@elizabethriver.org 

757-392-7132 

Dominion Energy 

Batten Educational Achievement Fund of 

Hampton Roads Community Foundation 

 

BWET ~ National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration 

The Maintenance Advisory Committee’s generous in-kind support keeps our barge floating! 

mailto:rdunbar@elizabethriver.org

