
 
 

 

Bald Eagle 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

 
Common Names: Bald eagle, sea eagle  

 

Size:  Up to 3.5 feet in length with a wingspan up to 7.5 feet. The females are 25% larger than the 
males.          Lifespan:  Up to 20 years 

Habitat: The Elizabeth River and shorelines, marshes, rivers and open waters.  
 

Range: Found throughout most of Canada, all of the United States, and northern Mexico. 
 

Diet: They are considered opportunistic scavengers which means that they will eat almost anything 
they find. However, most of their diet is made up of fish. They will also eat rabbits, raccoons, turtles, 
snakes, and other birds.  

 

Appearance: Adult bald eagles have dark brown body feathers with a bright white head. Their legs, 
beak, and irises (the colored part of the eye) are yellow. The young are a light brown color with flecks 
of white. 

 

Predators: Once bald eagles are big enough fly they usually do not encounter predators. The young 
are preyed upon by other birds of prey (like hawks and other eagles). The eggs can be eaten by 
raccoons, snakes, and other birds. 

 

Flight: Bald eagles are powerful fliers and they are often seen soaring in the sky.  
 

Voice: A weak chirping whistle that sounds similar to a higher-pitched gull call. 
https://ebird.org/species/baleag 

 

What can you do? Consider using non-toxic pesticides or chemical-free cleaning products to reduce 
runoff into the Elizabeth River. Properly dispose of trash, recycle when you can and clean up litter. 
 

 

www.elizabethriver.org 

You can often find bald eagles along the 

Chesapeake Bay and Elizabeth River in the spring 

and summer months because of the abundance of 

fish and waterfowl prey. In fact, students visiting 

the Elizabeth River Project’s Learning Barge 

frequently see this national bird soar across the sky 

as they head to their nest across the River. 

 

On-Line Resources 
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Bald_Eagle/id 

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/bald-eagle 

https://web.archive.org/web/20080730055210/http://www.eagles.org/

moreabout.html 

https://explore.org/livecams/bald-eagles/decorah-eagles 
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